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COMPERE: After days mired in accusations of plagiarism, the Vice-Chancellor of Victoria's 

Monash University, Professor David Robinson, is standing down. 

 

Professor Robinson recently admitted that he twice plagiarised text for books that he published in 

Britain 20 years ago. 

 

However, he now stands accused of further plagiarism offences. 

 

Monash, like all major universities, enforces a strong no-plagiarism code, including expulsion, 

on all its staff and students. 

 

So now, to protect its already damaged reputation, the University has agreed the resignation was 

in its own best interests. 

 

In Melbourne, Kate Tozer reports. 

 

KATE TOZER: Professor David Robinson had been in London less than 24 hours when 

yesterday he was recalled to Melbourne for an urgent meeting with the Monash University 

Chancellor, Jerry Ellis.  

 

The reason for the critical appointment is now clear. 

 

JERRY ELLIS: This morning, Vice-Chancellor, Professor David Robinson, and I had a meeting 

and at that meeting we reached mutual agreement that the Vice-Chancellor should leave the 

University. 

 

KATE TOZER: The University’s position has changed dramatically in the last month, since the 

Monash University Council passed a unanimous vote of confidence in their Vice-Chancellor.  

 

The Council agreed that acts of plagiarism, Professor Robinson admitted to committing more 

than 20 years ago, had been dealt with at the time. 

 

But then, details of a third plagiarism allegation emerged.  

 

In response to the claim he had not property attributed the work he sourced in 1976, Professor 

Robinson admitted it was sloppy and unacceptable. 

 

But his explanation fell short of an admission to what is considered a cardinal sin of academia.  
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Under growing pressure to sack its Vice-Chancellor, today the University made its move to 

protect its reputation, which has already been damaged. 

 

JERRY ELLIS: I think it would be naïve to think that we haven’t had some dent in our 

reputation. But you know, things take time, and this is much bigger than any one individual in 

this institution. It’s full of very fine people, fine academics, fine staff, fine students, with some 

brilliant research going on. All of that doesn’t evaporate because of this event. So its very hard to 

judge what the damage is, and what I’m absolutely sure of, that those of us that are left behind, 

which after all is all of us except one, will be working at our very level best to make sure that 

whatever damage was created is in fact corrected. 

 

KATE TOZER: Mr Ellis has defended the University’s recruiting procedures, but has promised a 

review. 

 

JERRY ELLIS: I think it’s most unlikely in an interview process, this may be true in the future, 

but certainly up until now it would be most unlikely to ask a potential Vice-Chancellor, have you 

committed plagiarism, you know I just don’t think that’s a credible sort of question.  

 

So I’m satisfied that our process was alright prime facie, but we will be re-examining it because 

clearly this has been of great difficulty for Monash, this is a very sad time in our lives and we 

need to leave no stone unturned in making sure that our future procedures are just as good as 

they can be. 

 

KATE TOZER: Professor Robinson was appointed the Vice-Chancellor in 1996. His major 

achievements have included work in establishing a major stem cell research project at the 

University, and overseeing the opening of a campus in Malaysia, with 1,600 students.  

 

But it’s unlikely he’ll be remembered for that work. Students today welcomed the decision. 

 

STUDENT 1: I think we’re all pretty happy that this thing is finally being put to rest and that the 

University has finally demonstrated that it’s willing to deal with this the way an academic 

institution should, which is full disclosure and honesty with the Monash community, as opposed 

to how we felt it was originally being dealt with, which was with a little bit of, you know, your 

typical kind of business hush hush; which is, we feel, completely inappropriate for a University. 

 

STUDENT 2: Monash University has a very strong stance on plagiarism. All students have to 

sign a sheet whenever they submit something to the University, no matter what faculty, that it is 

not plagiarised, that it’s very easy to get expelled from the University for plagiarism and the fact 

that the Vice-Chancellor has been caught doing that speaks for itself. 

 

KATE TOZER: Late this afternoon, Professor Robinson released this statement. 

PROFESSOR DAVID ROBINSON: I am obviously disappointed to be leaving Monash at such 

an exciting time in its development, however I have every confidence that the Deans will 

continue with the enormous progress we have already made together. 

 

KATE TOZER: The Monash University Council will meet soon to arrange the appointment of a 



new Vice-Chancellor and President. 

 

MARK COLVIN: Kate Tozer. 
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